Medicines regulation and health technology assessment.
Health technology assessment (HTA) is as important as regulation to allow patients access to new medicines, and there are demands that the two processes should be carried out more closely together in time. Although the methods used by the regulator differ from those used by the health technology assessor, there is scope for synergies that would be useful to both parties. By providing scientific advice to sponsors of new medicines, both regulators and health technology assessors can also provide support for drug innovation.